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F | 
That no Man go beyond or de fraud his 
Brother in any matter, becauſe that 
_ the Lord is the Avenger of all ſuch, 


at we alſo have forewarned you and 


oer 


; Owever the Learned differ about 
* the Original meaning of theſe Words, 
[ think our Tranſlation bears umthe 


true and proper Senſe of them: A ſtrict Prohi- 
bition of all manner of Fraud and Diſhoneſty, 


that will be puniſh by a juſt God. * I0P 55 Y: . 
A Doctrine of Chriſtianity, that after all is 


the A Teſt of TY. Diſputes-in 


Re · 


\ 


x. - - 
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Religion, are infinite, and Diviſions ( God 
knows) are too abounding. But in chis one 
Principle we may all agree, this one compre- 


"it henſive univerſal Principle, That Honeſty muſt 


be the Foundation of our Faith; That we can- 
not pretend to be Godly, unleſs we are found 
| Juſt and Righteous; That none bur the Sincere 
and Faithful Man can be the good Chriſtian. 
That Falſhood and Fraud, Deceic and double 

Dealing, prove any ſort of People to be no 
better than Publicans and Sinners, rather prove 
them to be worſe than Infidels and Heathens. 

The World could not be diſpoſed to receive 

2 Meſſiah, without this Doctrine firſt Preached 

to prepare the way before him. For the fore- 

runner Jobn the Baptiſt preach d up Juſtice and 

% Luke 3- Righteouſneſs, Content and Charity; and in- 
veigh d ſeverely againſt Exaction, Fraud and 
Violence : Soto diſpoſe and qualifie Mens ho- 

neſt Minds, for the more eaſie reception of the 
Goſpel ; as well knowing that ſimplicity and 
Gincoricy: would not fail to receive and hold 

faſt the Chriſtian Faith. For if People have 

an open Breaſt, and a true Heart; a Uſpoliti- 

on to Candour, and a habit of Integrity; then 

at leaſt they are capable of being admitted 

e School of oy. then at leaſt they are 


271 not 
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not far from the Kingdom of Heaven. A 
little Perſwaſion will Gniſh the good Work : 

A little trouble makes the very honeſt Man to 
be almoſt a Chriſtian, to be altogether ſo. = 
There is a plain Inſtance of this Truth in the 
Example of Zaccheus, a Publican, and ſo prover- 
bially a Smner. This Man had no profeſs d 
Religion, but he had {ound Notions of Good 
and Evil; he could make a Conſcience between 
Right and Wrong. This brought him to re- 
gert upon his griping and extorting courſe of 
Life: This turn'd him to the Reſolution of be- 
ing now very Charitable and very Juſt. - So 
he comes before Jeſus, and makes this Proteſta- 
tion: Behold, Lord, the half of my Goods ] give to 
the Poor, and if 1 have talen any thing from any Man 
* falſe Accuſation, 1 reftore him four«fold, = 
Our Saviour knew, that a Man' of good 
Conſcience would cafi ly be a Man of true Faith, 
being ſo far advanc d in ihe ways of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Jeſus foundhim within a ſtep or two of the - - 
Doors of Heaven. He ſays to him, This Day "N 
is Salvation come to this Ein i. e. Thou 0 | 
Zacchens by che Profeſſion of Honeſty art fit and 
worthy to be my Diſciple : The reſtitution of 
ill gotten — i is the way that leads to me 
and Heaven. | 
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This neceſſity of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs 
to open a way unto true Holineſs: This made 
our Saviour ſeek for Converts among the true 
Ifraelites, i. e. among the Men without Guile. 
While he turned away from che Scribes and 
Phariſees, as if he deſpaired to bring them 

over to Salvation, who were ſubtle and deſign» 
ing Men, all upon the ways and means of ſteal 
ing Orphans Bread,and devouring Widows Houſes, 

This again made the Apoſtles decline thoſe 


Wolves in Sheeps Cloaking. as utterly incapa- 
ble of being Chriſtians, while they were ad- 
dicted to — Cheats and Robbers. I ſay, this 
made the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel turn a- 
ſide from the deceicful Jews, and apply them- 
ſel ves rather to the honeſt Heathens; who up- 


on the natural Principles of Equity and Right, 


were more likely to become true Believers; 


more likely, tbanthe Jewiſh Hypocrices, whoſe 
Prayers were a Pretence, and whole Gain was 


their only. Godlineſs. 


In ſhort, this made the Lk. Writer 


to preſs Truth and Sincerity, Plaineſs and 
Integrity upon the Conſciences of all their Bre- 
chren, and earneſtly to diſſwade them and con- 
vert them from all Artifice and Guile, from all 

| Cunning Cf eps and Tong in wait to deceive. 


Paiticu- 
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particularly the Apoſtle in the Text, That no 
Man go beyond, &c. 

0 Text does contain theſe three n 

The Prohibition of Fraud and Falſe-deal- 
ry in theſe Words, Let no Man go beyond or de- 
fraud his Brother in any matter. 

2. The Divine Vengeance, rhat will overs 
rake all choſe indire& Workers of Iniquity in 
this Reaſon : Becauſe that the Lordi is the Avenger 
of all ſuch. 

3. The great Pains and Care the Apoſtles 
took to inftill the Principles of — and 
Juſtice into the Hearts and Practice of all Chri- 
ſtians; St. Paul declares this to have been a fre- 
_ Office of his Miniſtry ; Says he, As we 

mn have forewarned you and teſtified, = 

Here is a Prohibition of all falſhood and 
Eoul Dealing. Let no Man go beyond or defraud 
his Brother in any matter. 
- There ſeems to be a force and emphatical 
reach in every ſingle Word. 

Let no Man: No Man, whether Jew or 
Gentile, Greek or Barbarian, Bond or Free. 
The obligation to Honeſty does extend to all 
Mankind ; there is no Religion or Profeſſion 
in the World, that can poſſibly excuſe Men 
from the grounds of all Moralicy, of Huma- 

niry- 


lien Horb. c Kc. 


nity it ſelf; which is to be True and JuR, to 
be Sincere and Upright i in all Mutual Conver- 
ſation. 

Not any Man excuſable for dealing deceit- 
fully with his Neighbour. Not the Heathen, 
for hs light of 2 will inſtruct him to 0 
«as he winds be done by, i. e. fairly and faithfully. 
So as the Heathen, if he be true to the Laws of 
Nature, and will! be under the condutt of his 
own Reaſon; he would be, he mult be a 


moral honeſt vey 


Not the Jew! for all his Law add Prophets 
depended on the old eſtabliſhed Principles of 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, of Equiry and 
Truth: He would be no true 1ſraelite, that was 
not a Nathanael, a Man without Guile. 

But eſpecially not the (biiſtiaz. He. has 
the leaſt: temptation, and will have the leaſt 
excule. The poor Pagans may be ignorant of 
the Devils Devices, and the more eaſily. drawn 
into deluſion or deceit, - And the Jews may be 
under ſuch a veil of obſtinacy, as to be nar- 
row and ſordid, treacherous and impoſing i in 
their ways. 

But che Criſtian Souls! 5 Impoſſible hes 
ſhould have ſo learn d (hriſt, as not to diſcern 
| 4g from Darkneſs; as not to avoid the Exil 
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and chuſe the Good; as not to keep eee 
and to take heed unto the thing chat is Right. 
To be a (briſtian takes up a great many Ar- 
ticles of Faith, and a great many Rules of 
Practice: But che Foundation of all, and the 


One thing Neceſſary, is to walk boneſtly in the 


fight of all Men. Every one wbo nameth (or is 
named by) the name of (hriſt muſt firſt depart 


from Iniquity, i. e. from injuſtice, and all man- 
ner of doing wrong. 


Let no Man, or no manner of Perſon what- 


ſoever, go beyond or defraud his Brother. 

Go b eyond or defraud, words that reſtrain the 
Heart as well as the Hand of men. Words, 
that do not only forbid perfect Robbery, and 
open Theft, and very apparent Wrong: The 
Pa ARS of ſuch notorious Evil does not 


ſuffice to make the Honeſt Man, much leſs the 


good Chriſtian. No! the Honeſt Maa, the 
— Chriſtian, muſt be ſomewhat more than 
not a Thief, and not a Villain. He muſt not 
only abſtain from the abominable Crime, but 
from the ſmall Offence, and avoid, if poſſible, 
all appearance of this Evil. 
Therefore it is not here ſaid, Let no Man 
Rob or Spoil, let no Man Ruine or Deſtroy; 


ac let no Mat ſo much as go beyond or ard 
is 


2 


* 
- * 
- 

_ - 
” 

- ns; - 

— 
- 


Chriſtian Honeſty Recommended, &. 


—S__ 


his Brother. No fly Intriguing; no ſubtle En- 


ſnaring ; no ſecret Treſpaſling ; no artfulneſs in 


getting; no private Myſteries of, Guile ; no 
impoſing upon the Ignorance of ſome ; no a- 


buſing the good Nature of others; no ſuppri- 
zing, over-reaching, betraying ; no baſe and 
vile ways of doing injury unſeen. Let no Man 
in any wile go beyond or defraud his Brother. 

His Brother, i. e. his Fellow- Chriſtian, ; and 


that is his Neighbour ; nay, and that is the 
Stranger, the every part of Mankind. 


For Mankind are Brethren, and that relation 


requires a mutual Truſt and Confidence in one 


another. The Alien, the Infidel, the Jew, 
the Barbarian, have all a Title to our Juſt and 
Righteous dealing with them. All the Socie- 

ry of Mankind are one Brotherhood, by ori- 
ginal Compact, by Nature s Charter; and no 
one can be Outlaw'd from this Claim of hang ; 
Equity and Right done unto him. 

And therefore, if there bas ever been ſuch a 

wild Doctrine, as that Grace gives the Domi- 
nion, and civil Property depends upon the 
Godlmeſs of a Party: So as thoſe who call 
themſelves the Godly, may take any thing from 


thoſe chey call Profane: If there has been this 
Opinion in 385 World; (I confeſs I never met 


with 
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with thoſe who dared to own it; why then 
| Herehie is too ſoft a word for that Opinion: It 
is a Rebellion againſt Nature, and a Blaſphe- 
my againſt the God of Order: It is to turn Lahe 
World into Wilderneſs, and Men into worſe 
than Wolves. 

Our Brother is our Fellow - Creature, every 
Man. lt is probable indeed the A poſtle here 
meant our Chriſtian Brother ; who 5 a more 
near relation to us, a more peculiar Intereſt in 
us; and therefore the more heinous and odious 
ro defraud our (þriſtian Brother; our fellow. 
Member of the ſame Body; our joint parta_ 
ker of the ſame Covenant; one of our Hou, 
ſhold of Faith, , one of us Children of God 
of us Coheirs of Salvation. 

Prom the Mahometan, or from the Jew, one 
might expect no great Mercy or Juſtice : They 


have another Meſſiah already ſent, or about to 


come: They have another notion of a Para- 
diſe for Ae, and even for Fools. They muſt 
be looſe in their very notions of right and 
wrong; but Chriſtians have another Law, and 
muſt abs) another manner of Spirit, muſt be 
known by the Simplicity of Sheep, and the 
Innocence of Doves ; muſt not hurt or deſtroy in 
the my Mountain of Chriſt s Church. © 


8 Let 
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Let no Man 20 beyond or Defraud bis Bro- 
ther, eſpecially his Chriſtian anker. in any. 
matter. 7 

No! not in any matter, i, e. upon no cel | 
on of mutual dealing, in no part of Com- 
merce or Converſation with one another; up- 


on no opportunity, and for no pretence what- 
ever. 

Chriſtian Honeſty is a very tic vertue that 
keeps punctually to its Rules, and ſeeks for no 
evaſion here, no diſpenſation there. It ties 
up our lands and our — nay, it ties up the 
thoughts and intentions of our Heart, to make 
us perfectly ſincere, and altogether Ri ghteous. 
The Goſpel Law of Hook, ty in the 
way to Heaven, is ſtraight and narrow, is not 
to go beyond or defraud our Brother in any 
matter, the greateſt or the leaſt matter. A ne- 
ceſſary Caution, for there be deceitfal Perſons 
in each extreme. 

4» There be ſome of . Provenderedy to be 
Mien of Honour, who ſcorn to cheat in little 
matters; No, in all the ordinary concerns of 
common Buſinels they keep up their Word 
and their Credit: For thaw: at 2. Soul too 
great, or rather a Spirit too big, to be Knaves 
for a Trifle. But E thele Men reſerve 


theme | 
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themſelves only, till tis worth their while to 
.deceive ; till they have a valuable conſiderati- 
on, and a Prize that turneth to Account. And 
then their Honeſty in little things goes off into 
ſcandalous Falſhood in matters of greater mo- 
ment. Like the Eagles, that will not ſtoop 
to a ſorry Inſect, but yet are ſwift to ſeize a 
more noble Prey. Theſe are the Men who 
get the Reputation of being Juſt, for the bet- 
ter ad vantage perhaps of being more Unjuſt. 
Who are nice in paying Auniſe and Cummin, till 
they get into a weightier Cauſe; till ſome 
greater Truſt is committed to them, the Wi- 
dow, the Orphan, the Government; and then 
they ſhamefully break that greater Truſt. 

2. There be others of a juſt contrary pra- 
Rice of Deceit; they dare not venture upon 
groſs Acts of Knavery, any viſible Theft, or 

evident Opprefſion : For why, they are afraid 
of the rebuke of the People, or of the reach 
of the Law; they are yet Cowards in Sin. 
But then for any low and ſordid Arts of gain, 
for any fly and ſecret Buſineſs; for a conceal- 
ing their Dues, and a ſhufling their Accounts; 
for the advantages of catching, and the devices 
of coming off : In theſe they are laboriouſly 
Wicked. Not conſidering that the Law of 
1 | C 2 | Chri- 
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Chriſtian Honeſty muſt have an univerſal obedi- 
ence to it; and he that is Guilty in any one Point, 
breaketh that whole: Law. 

Let no Man go beyond or defraud his Brother in 
any matter, great or little. 

For Secondly, there is a Divine Venginnbe 

that will overtake all thoſe indire& workers 
of Iniquity, becauſe that the Lord is the Mme of 
all ſuch. _ 
Of all, whether the profeſt Robbers, or the 
reſerved Knaves: Whether thole that take the 
High- road, or theſe who ſeek the By-Paths to 
Hell. | 


As to the fiſt, the open and profeſt Robbers, 


who inſult us in our Travels, and in our very 
Houſes. Theſe Men have a vengeance even be- 
fore they feel it; For it is it ſelf a vengeance to 
be given up to a Reprobate Mind; to mark 
out themſelves for Fugitives and Vagabonds 
upon the Face of the Earth, A Vengeance upon 


them, not to maintain a Family; not to know 


their own Abqde; to live without a Conſcience 
or a God; to loſe all Natural Modeſty, and 
very humane Nature; to ſet up for the com- 
mon Enemies to een and to be always 


running along the Precipices of Death and 
Damnation. N 


Eor 
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For ſome ſuch vengeance waits for them, 
that will make the hardeſt Heart to be ſenſible 
of the Divine vengeance. 

How ſhould they long eſcape in heir villai⸗ 
nous Practiſes! Can they truſt to a Combina- 
tion of themſelves? when there is no tie of 
Conſcience; and Honour, among ſuch Creatures, 
muſt be the Rope of Sand. 

Can they . depend on Secrecy and 

Safety? When a little accident betrays, * 
as it were a Bird of the Air does carry the Voice, 
and tell the matter. 

Can they ſtrike ſilence into all the injur d 
Parties? Can they terrifie all from coming in 
Evidence againſt them? If any are ſo Coward- 
ly, they are Confederate with them. But 
ſure all that have ſuffered, or have not yet ſuf- 
fered by them, will be induſtrious in the Proſe 
cution of them ; It is their own Cauſe ; it is 
the Cauſe of their Country, and their Nation. If 
there be an Iſhmael, One whoſe Hand has been 
againſt every Man, it is Juſt, it is Neceſſary, that 
every .Man's Hand ſhould be againſt him. 

If they could create Darkneſs, and conceal 
the Deeds of it from mortal Men ; yet can 
they flatter themſelves that the abominable 
things will never be found out? Can hey be-- 


"Bye: 


r 
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eve that God does not perceive them, does not 
purſue them? How many unaccountable dil- 
. coveries are made of Theft and Murder, that 
can be nothing but a finger of God, and a mi- 
racle of Providence? 

Where is the Eſtate got by ſuch violence? 
Where is the Sinner himſelf, the old living Sin- 
ner? Alas! Deceit and Thirſt of Blood, can 
allow few to live out balf their Days. They are 
called forth to ſpeedy Judgment in this World, 
and without great meaſures of Repentance, 
they go away to a more dreadiul Judgment in 
the World to come. 

Secondly, as to the Reſerved Knaves, who act 
under a ſhew of Prudence, and a veil of Hy- 
pocriſie. Let them not glory! in their Sham! 
A Divine Vengeance may be their Portion, 
due and deſerved, however unexpected. 

For they are falſe to the very Profeſſion of 
Falſhood : They have a meanneſs of Spirit in 
Knavery, that will not permit __ to live up 
to the Principles of Knavery. By thoſe Prin- 
ciples, they ek do their Boſc at ſome 
one unjuſt Blow; but that they dare not truſt 
the Eyes of the World, they dare not ſtand the 
Terrors of the Law. They apprehend not 
the Evil of Sin, but of Puniſhment ; there 


may 
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may be an Inconvenience in Diſcovery, Shame 
and Suffering: their appearances of Conſcience 
are but a want of Courage. 

[ confels theſe Men are often more deſtru- 
&tive to Humane Society, than are the other 
bolder Villains: We have a Watch and a 
Guard againſt the one, but we lie open to the 
other. We can lee the Pit, but there is no e- 
ſcaping the Ambuſh and the Snare. 

And then again, we have an eaſie Method 
of Satisfaction againſt the Thief and the Rob- 
ber; the Courts are open, and, what is a great 
Bleſſing, the Trials are Short. But if we ſue 


for Redreſs from the Oppteſſor, from the crafſ- 


ty Deceiver; Oh! the vexation of Juſtice 


perhaps exceeds the Injury; the Engines of 


Wit and Wealth are ſet to work out our flow 
deſtruction: Nor is it in the power of the beſt 
Judges, or the beſt Conſtitution, to give us full 
Satisfaction. 

be only comfort is, that where humane 
Juſtice fails, Divine Vengeance ought the ra- 


ther to interpoſe. God's Arm muſt reach, 


where the Sword of the Magiſtrate is too 


the Avenger of all ſuch. | 
++ | We 


ſhort. God jealous of his Honour, will be 


2 
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VVe cannot here enquire into the various 
ſorts of Divine Vengeance, falling on the 
Heads of Deceitful Men. God's Juſtice and 
VViſdom are manifold, and ſome of his Me- 
thods are out of our sig ht. 

There be Cdn ſome viſible 
ways of God's dealing with perfidious Men. 

Firſt, God in his providence maketh Fraud 
and Deceit to bring a natural puniſhment upon 
wrong doers. 

A natural 11 for the little Plots of 
deceiving, and the continual Projects of gain, 
they fill the Head and Heart with doubts and 
difficulties , with perplexity of Thought and 
vexation of Mind. To invent a Stratagem, 
and perhaps it fails; to lay a Snare, and ſtand 
ſtill ro ſee the breaking of it; to be put upon 

new Devices, and yet ſucceed no better in 
them; to lurk privily to catch their Neighbours, 
and to lie in wait to deceive; and yet to be 
alarmed often with diſcovery, and fretted often 
with diſappointment: to come off with the 
reproach of Fools as well as Knaves, i. e. of 
devifing wicked Imaginations, and yet not 
having Wit enough to bring them co pals. This 
is all a tumult ia their Souls, and a trial of their 
Patience, and a loſs of Temper. 


So 
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o as while the Honeſt Upright Man is fixed 
and ſteady, calm and eaſie in a ſence of his 
con Integrity, with a compoſed Breaſt, and an 
even Spirit. Among the Men of Guile it is not 
ſo: They are forward to invent, and yet afraid 
to execute, they are double minded, and unſtable 
in all their ways: They impoſe upon others, 


and in the very Act betray themſelves. They 


watch, they dream, they ſtart; There is no 
Peace ſaith my God to thoſe wicked wretches, | 

Secondly, As the imagining and attempting 
ſuch wicked Devices does perplex and con- 


found the deceitful Dealer: So the melancholy 


re flections that muſt afterwards ariſe in their 
Heart, they are made by God for another grie- 
vous Scourge and Plague to thoſe deceitful 
Men. „ ende ; 7136 
I 0 ſee their Plots well laid, and yet miſe- 
rably de feated; their Nets ſpread out of fight, 
and yet ſpread in vain: This raiſes an Indigna- 
tion in the wicked Soul, to loſe the wages of 
wrighteouſneſs, almoſt when he was ſure of them. 


But the gripes and the ſtings of Conſcience, 


are they pur away for ever? No! theſe wicked 
doers may go on long without remorſe, without 
thinking; in a ſtupid mind and a habit of 
$0330 « 3 at 7600 dead- 
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© deadneſs : But yet Conſcience may in time 
awake, and (er Terrors in Array before them. 
Perhaps, under the ſtroak of ſome grievous 
calamity, they may call to mind how much 
they provoked God and abuſed their fellow. 
creatures. Perhaps, when reduced to Poverty 
by a lingring Curſe, or by a ſudden Judgment ; 
they may then remember, how baſely they got 
their Wealch, and therefore how juſtly it is all 
blaſted wich the breath of God's Diſpleaſure. 
Perhaps, in time of Sickneſs the inward Man 
riſes from the Dead, and the Soul is made 
ſenſible of Health and Strength fatally miſem- 
ployed in Rapine and Extortion, and lading 
ir ſelf with thick Clay: when now an Anguiſh 
of Mind makes the body more incurable. : 
when now a wounded Spirit who can bear? 
And if Death approach, it is Hideous, it is 
the. King of Terrors. In hafte they look over 
their Accounts: So much here willfully omit- 
ted; So much there fraudulently inſerted; So 
much in artears to this Friend and Conſident; 
So much remaining to that injured Neighbour; 
So much in Debt and Treſpaſs ded 
more. How fhall they give up their unjuſt 
Stewardſhip > How can they think of * 
longer Stewards Oh what is the Gain of * 


whole 
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Whole World to the Loſs of a Soul 2 Oh hn 


ſhall chey give, what would they not give, 
in exchange for their Souls * 

But Thirdly, God is often the Avenger of 
ſuch as privily defraud their Brethren, by ex- 
poſing them to the ſame cheats and deluſions, 
which they labour co pur upon others. 


This is often the juſt reward of ſuch ill Men, 


they are deceived in their own Deceits, and 
caught by their own Guile. They dig a Pit, 
and fall into che midſt of it themſelves. The 
Miſchief they prepared for others, turneth and 


falleth back upon their own Heads. They 
prey d upon a Weak, and like other ravenous 


Creatures, are at laſt met with intheir own kind, 


and fall a Prey co ſome other Beaſts that are 
ſubciler or ſtronger than they. And then they 
fall without Mercy; for little of it is due to 
them who ſhew'd no Mercy. Nay and they 
lie without Pity ; for that good natured Paſſion 
is due to Innocent Sufferers; to the Poor and 
to the Helpleſs. But Men that have worked 
out their own Ruin, and built up confuſion to 
themſelves; it is a wonder, if inſtead of pity: 
and compaſſion there be not Joy and Triumph 


in their unhappy end. When it goeth well with Pra. 


the Righteous, the (ity Refoyceth, and when' the 
Wicked _ there i is Shouting. Dx Nor 
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Nor can althey nach ommiſerate their own 


re while Knavery was all their wretch- 


ed Folly, while Fraud and Falſhood brought 


them to that ſad condition. How deep i-T 
_deſpairing were the Murmurs of Adonibezek 
when he ſaid, As I have done, x a hath Yo! ns 


ted me! 

For in the Fourth Place, Poverty and Want 
are very often the Curſe of Diſhoneſty and de- 
ceitful Dealing. For indeed thoſe — Men 
who make haſte to be Rich; it lespen 
happens, that tbey do not only loſe their In- 
nocence, but their deſign too of being Rich; 
they fall ſhort by over- reaching, a might 
have got more, if _ had graſped Þ at ſome- 
what leſs. 

But ſuppoſe hits is Poſſeſſion and Entail A 
Why yer 41 ll gotten Eſtate has a Curſe for 
the Appertenance of it, that can rarely be ſe- 
ver d from it: There is a Worm in het Root ; 
there is a Viper in the Bowels; there is a 
Moth and a Canker, that frets and conſumes 
the Subſtance by degrees: the prefent owner En- 
joys it not; or the next Generation loſes ſight 


of it. It is a Prey to the Extortioner, or a 
Portion to the Stranger; or perhaps it returneth 


round to the right n if oy are Sober and 


oduftcious Men. N This 


bhriſtian Honeſty Kecommende Z | 8 


This is an expectation that the holy Scrip- 
tures raiſe in us; and the expectation is anſwerd 
by our daily experience of the World. He that bras, 
oppre ſſeth the Poor to encreaſe bis Riches, ſhall ſurely 


come to want, Examples are infinite in this Age 
and Nation. 


The Prophet Habakkack is Elegant in this 
cauſe. Wo to him that increaſeth that Which is not Hel. 2. 5. 
his! How long? And be that ladeth himſelf with 


thick clay, ſhall they not Riſe up ſuddenly that (hall 
bite thee, and awake that ſhall vex thee * Aud thou 


ſhall be for booties to them, As if ſome time or 


other, a ſwift deſtruction or a Signal calamity 
would come unawares upon every falſe Man. 


And the Prophet Zechary is very expreſs in | 


denouncing this doom of temporal Afflictions 
on the Unrighteous dealer ; in his 5th. Chap. 
where under the ſign of a Flying Roll, is ſigni- 


fied the Curſe that hunteth after evil doers. IV. 4. 


will bring it forth, ſaith the Lord of Haſts; and it 
ſhall enter into the bouſe of the thief, and into the 
houſe of him that ſweareth falſly by my Name; and 
it hall conſume it with the timber thereof, and with 


* 


the Stones thereof. ee eee 
Ve ſee the Inſtances of many an Eſtate Mel- * 
ted, and many a Family Blaſted; and that 


we ſee not a thouſand more, is the * 


— 
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and long ſuffering of God, that ſhould lead 
Men unto Repentance. 

For Laſtly, If the perverſe 5 Deal- 
ers ſhould by the infinite mercy of God, eſcape 
all temporal Vengeance; yet they are but then 
reſerved for the greater Portion of eternal 


Wrath. 


No vain words! ! the Judge of all the Banh 


will do Right. A day of Balance and of exact 


EH RF A rendering to every Man accord- 
ing to his Works; and as they were good or 
evil, ſo to be comforted or ſo tormented, | 

And this indeed is the new Spring given to 


(briſtian Honeſty, that moves it and guides it, 


beyond any other Honeſty in the World. What 
Arguments for Honeſty hos the Moral Man? 
He has indeed the . Arguments of Huma- 
nity, of Reaſon, of Honour, of Intereſt, of a 


_ - Wiſe Man, and a Happy Liver. But wbat are 


all theſe to the obligation of Conſcience, and 
to the fear of God, that govern the good Chri- 


ſtian, and reſtrain his Deeds, his Words his 


Thoughts! Ir was ſome wonder to have found 
„ an honeſt Heathen, but it muſt be amazement 
t find = diſhoneſt Cbriſtian. They ate not 


Chriſtians (however falſly ſo en who 
ean abe willtully Difhoneſt. 
„ 91 Tx 


Glien Honeſty y R ecommended,. &. 


N 


— 243 


Let us now conclude with the Third yr lat 


Particular. The great Pains and Care che 
Apoſtles took to inſtill the principles of Ho- 
neſty and Juſtice into the Hearts and Practice 
of all Chriſtians. St. Paul declares this to have 
been a frequent office of his Miniſtry, ſays he, 
As we alſo have fore warned you and teſtified. 1 - + 
As if the Apoſtle had ſaid, upon Honeſty 
and Juſtice a Faithful Dealing, upon Vera- 
city and Integrity, upon theſe hang all che Law 
and the Prophets and the Goſpel. Our Relj- 
gion begins with Righreoulnels, and goes on 
to confirm and to fulfill that Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs, To provide things Honeſt in the ſight of all 
Nen. And whatſoever things are true, whatſoever 
things are honeſt, whatſoever things are juſt, pure, 
Lovely, and of good report, to think on theſe things, 
and to do them. 
This is the found wholeſome Doctrine, that 
ye have hot by Vain cradition only ; nor only 
in the older Oracles of God; but our Goſpel is 
built on the fame foundirioh; And therefore 


in our Preaching we often inſiſt upon it. 

In our Writings again we preſs it on your 
Conſciences. Theſe are the things which ye have Pil. 49. 
both learned, and received, and beard, and Jo are 


And 


to de... 
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Re! And therefore if any Deceivers ſhall 2 ariſe 


who would make you believe, that Morality 


is an Enemy to Grace, and that Godlineſs is 
above the Law of good Works: Mark them 
and avoid them for he falſeft Teachers. Grace 
is to exalt Vertue, not to exclude it. Chriſti- 
anity muſt ha ve pood Morals , though the 
Ghriſtian will be far better than the * 
Moral Man. 

Again if there come to be any part of the 
Chriſtian Church, that ſets up the Principles of 
deceiving People with Frauds, that they ſhall 


dare to call Pious ; and with impoſing upon 


the Faith, upon the Reaſon, upon the Senſes 
of Nanbime⸗ Let that Church call it ſelf 
Catbolick or what it pleaſe, there is a wrong 
Conſtitution in that Church, and there muſt 
be an infinite Danger in the Communion of it. 

- Farther, if there be any Set of Men who 
al be more Pure and Holy than their Bre- | 
thren; ſeparating from them to be diſtingui- 
ſhed for a more Godly Tribe ; If under that 
prerence of Sanctity, they are really more 
Deceirfull, and turn their Religion into any 


Art and Myſtery. of Cain. Oh they are abo- 


minable to God, and muſt be odious to the 
World! Wo 
bal | There 4 


itim Honely D: . 
There is one TAI of Religion, dar 8 1 

ſeldom fall; where the Principles ate ingen. 
ons and rational; Plain and Seripturałl; and 
where the Profeſſors (if they have any Senſe 8 
thoſe Prineiples) muſt be fair aid ope 

ulld; chere moſt likely is , 
and the God of Truth. Sach 5 am ſure abt 
_ Oburch* und our? Comme, i we | 

rightly urderftand ehem, und live up to tem; 
but alaſs we os * te bach and ſfeandal, to 
whatever We pro any of us He Found Wich 
ee py” eld deceicful Keats, or 
Wich inſineere Practice; Stick Perſons; whatever 
Name they boaſt of are ſtrang gers to outChurch, a 
and very Aliens from Onli fe _ 

As Hosell) is ehe Teſt ef Talighs, and 
the Way ef rryingall'the Spirits of ir, Whethet 

15 of God 2 500 if Honeſty the Soul of 
0 e no 
keeping up tlie Peace and Property of Mankind. 

I VV hen Civil Juſtiee wus adtnmiſtred in the 
Heathen Vorld, "If Rnd: then depend up. 
on 4 Satürak {ſis quity and Truch;; 
upon the Fail erty TH the Honmpar 
of a fudge:; wpow all at Nawe and Reaſon 
could Mile te b Motality and Religiob, 8 
as had there bets ( What there Teally! never 
was MAP IP, NES. that 
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en the Notion-of' a greater Judge above. 
The Heathens had their Faith of a Divine 
Being, and upon that Faith was grounded the 
whole adminiſtration of their Laws and Go- 


vernment. An Oath was then Sacred, or elſe 


a Court of juſtice had been then in vain. 
Perjury, Bribery, and all Corruption, were e- 
ven then Sins againſt Heaven, as well as againſt 
the State; or elſe, impoſſible to have govern'd 
the MVit and the Malice of Men. 
Chriſtianity cherefore did not bring Civil Ju- 
Rice to he ſupported upon Ee Principle; Cor 
it ſtood al way on the Principle of Conſcience!) 
but Chriſtiangy, eofarced/and (raiſed chat prin- 
ciple of Cogſciencę making it hohl faſter; 
aud to xxach feſthes chan ĩt could before, do. 
Conſsience had now a ſpundet boom up- 
on Life and hum xtality brought too git thyo: the 
Goſpel; had; aquicher ſenſe of Guilt: and Pu- 
niſhmeng, fim better \apprehending the Sin- 
Fulnefs of Sin, and better knowing the Teyrersof 
E Lord. Ohtiſtian Donſcience muſt heeds 
have been, more Tender and more Faithful, 
wan chat af che Revourolt bless The 
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Ibis alone es Reaſon why the A. 
poſtle made. it utterly a Fault among the Corig- 
thian Converts, to go to-Law before the Hubelie- 
vers; which he likewiſe calls before the Unjuft; 

becauſe Ae Revelation could 
not poſſivly reach up te that ſtrict and impar- 
tial ] uſtice, Which might now be fo | q a- 
mong the Chriſtian Brethren. 
Oh]. How excellent, how. admirable: will 
Chriſtian Juſtice be, while che true Chriſtian | 
Conſcience governs all the diſpenſations of it 
' Whileche Pories Rand fene that all Quirks 
and Exaſions are a ing yaro Hol, and nor dne 
Men; unto a God, ho cannot be deceived. 
| While the Mitne ſſes have a like feat of God upon 
them, and a Conſcience of Accuſing, and of Con- 
demning orAcquitting, their own Souls for ever, 
While the Council ſpeak for nothing but diſ- 
covery of Truth, to open the plain Fact, and co 
apply the expreſs Law; knowing, that to hunt 
down che Innocent, and to cover the Guilty, 
are contrary to the ends of their Profeſſion, and 
are a very denial of their Chriſtian Faith. 
.. While che Honourable Judges know, they re- 
preſent the Judge of all the Earth, they en- 
uire and decide in the Name of God, and for 
the fake of God. They cap therefore are no 
partiality for Cauſes, no reſpect for Perſons, 
| ag E 2 For 
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— their 
Superior judge vs ot will adrniniſter true 


Iuudgment, With Righteoufneſs ſhall be fade! the 
5 un, and the People with 
In:; ſport, che true adminiſtration of Juftice 
Jobs ſo much depend upon the true ſence of 
Chriſtianity ; that no ſorr tr of Men are more 
bound to love and honour our Religion, than 
are the Profeſſors of the Law; their very Pro- 
feſſion depends upon keeping up the Truth 
and the Dignity of our Religion. Take away 
bur the conſcience of an Oath,” and you take 
zway all the ways and means of diftin guiſhing 
berween Rigbt and Wrong. If Mien of that 
honourable Profeſſion ſhould turn Prophafle, 
| ſhould encourage Atheiſm; why alaſs inſtead 
of Religion, they make their own Profefffon to 
be a Jeſt; for I appeal to the Oracles of the 
Law, there can be no Juſtice done to Mankind, 
* thete is no Conſcience ſhewn among them. 
As Chriſtians, we claim a Reverence from 
| Hes Gentlemen of that Robe; and We Mini- 
ſters of this eſtabliſhed Church, we humbly 
plead our title t to a a ſingular Love and Reſpedd 
| from them. . 1 51 0412.0 
For u no conffturion the Word i is 
=; rr adapted to maintain the Laws,” and to 
Ka ang execurion of em: None more, 
| than R 
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We our. Eibe Clutch: wy — 
We do not exempt out ou Onler fromthe 
9 of the Civil" Magiſtrate, à0 in that 
45 wllich ſexs up 1 Em plre within the 
State · We do not Ake \Corſeſim to be an 
Engine to diſcover the Intrigues of Sin, and 
yet to skreen the Committers of it. We do 
not recommend the Arts of Equi vocation and 
Mental Reſervation, to impoſe upon-rhe Jury, 
and to inſult the Court: | We grant no Indu- 
gence for the breaking of the Laws, to ſerve any 
Intereſt. whatever. We make no Martyrs of 
any kind of Legal Criminals. We renounce 
Ef abhar all the ſtrata; e or 
obſtructing the Juſtice of a Nation. 
May we hope the rather to be ee n 
our Rights and lawful Dues, and to he defen- 
ded from tlie o pbreſßon and the frauds of un- 
reaſonable Men. Alaſs! the remaining Patri- 
tony of the Church needs not be envied, and 
ought not to be invaded. T will not ſay} ſuch 
is oe Per verſeneſs of ſotme People; but ſuch 
indeed i is the nature of our maler Tithes and 
Offerings; thar che leaſt Benefices are moſt 
8 to farther Dimin tion and Spoil. 
Thie mote Thanks and Praiſe we owe to 
God, for h put it into the Heart of our 
Gracious * to conſider the Inſufficient 
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